Mystery Skype/ Hangout \XYorkshop

Apr 28,2017  10:30-12:00
Presenter: Kevin Sturt
kevinsturt@sd28.bc.ca

250-992-0421

Website:
http://francaisformidable.weebly.com/mystery-skype-mystegravere.html

Mystery Skype or Hangout is an excellent game for your students to play with
another class to learn geography and to have a field trip while still being in your
classroom. The goal is for your students to locate the other class before the other
class finds your city location. This game satisfies Social Studies (geography) and
planning, executing and reflecting aspects of Applied Design & Skills Technology
(ADST) curriculum. Other curriculum such as French can be incorporated if you
choose to make French the language of correspondence for your students.

There are two options or platforms available for connecting with other classes:
1. Skype, with an accompanying Microsoft Education account
2. Hangout using the Google Calendar to schedule and join meetings, with the
accompanying Google+ community forum supported by a Google account

Today’s Agenda:
1. Overview of Mystery Skype & Google Hangout

2. Pre-call preparations

3. Mystery Skype simulation — break out group activity
4. Reflections/ assessment

5. Sharing & Feedback



Teacher Checklist: Mystery Skype/ Hang-out

Date

Check

Item

Resources

3+ weeks
prior to call

]

L]

Build geography vocabulary
with students and have students
practice pre-game activities and
websites so that they become
familiar with vocabulary terms
and questioning strategies
(general to more specific
questions)

Send permission letters home

Mystery Skype primer.notebook

FR prepositions w/ Geog
locations.notebook

http://francaisformidable.weebly.com/mystery-skype-
mystegravere.html

Mystery SKYPE permission.docx

2-3 weeks
prior to call

[]

Search & book appointments
making note of time zone via:
e MS Education
e Google Calendar e-mail
Hang-out contact

MS Education contacts:
https://education.microsoft.com/skype-in-the-
classroom/mystery-skype

Google Calendar:
https://calendar.google.com

Google Hangout contacts:

https://plus.google.com/communities/110369120141935358658
https://plus.google.com/communities/113078003988702493173

3 days prior

Confirm appointment by

Google Calendar:

https://calendar.google.com

to call sending e-mail to contact (and
conduct audio-visual test call)
1-2 days *Prepare booklets for groups, Preparation for Skype call.notebook

prior to call

1 O

signs for computer

*Students prepare starting
questions for the Skype/
Hangout call, and information
about city/ province

Preparation for Skype call- version
frangaise.notebook

http://francaisformidable.weebly.com/mystery-skype-
mystegravere.html

0-1 day
prior to call

L1 [

Assign jobs (taches) to students

Confirm appointment and
arrange for test call by sending
e-mail to contact

Mystery SKYPE — English.docx or
SKYPE Mystére — version frangaise.docx

Day of call

L] [

Test call

Make call at appointed time with
Skype or Google Calendar

Technical check — webcam: audio &

visual check

“Join meeting” in Google Calendar:
https://calendar.google.com




v
#y in the classroom

Dear Parent/ Guardian,

We are learning about the different ways Canada connects with
various countries around the world. We are interested in exploring the
cultural connections we share with other students. A great way for schools
to incorporate technology is through Skype in the Classroom. It is a safe
way for educators to connect with other like-minded educators to offer
their students collaborative real-time learning opportunities.

Our class will begin participating in Mystery Skype sessions. Mystery
Skype is organized' by teachers in two different cities (in Canada or
around the world) who want their students to interact with similar aged-
students with similar linguistic skills. During Mystery Skype, the two classes
will compete to locate their competitors. Students must work as a class to
formulate good questions, keep track of the responses, use geographic
tools and infer through contextual clues to guess the class’ location! It is a
fun learning experiencel

Skype in the Classroom is a safe tool however, in order to respect
your privacy, only students whose parents have provided permission, will
be seen by the participating classes. All other students will still participate
but will not be seen by the participating classes. Please feel free to
contact me if you have any questions.

Thank you,

(classroom teacher)

0O | give permission for my child to be seen through Skype in the

Classroom.
O | do not give permission for my child to be seen through Skype in the

Classroom.
Parent signature:
Date:




Mystery SKYPE

Directions: Find out where the other class is located

by asking questions that lead to yes/no answers.

Are you...

1) ...in the Hemisphere?

NORTH

INORTH -WEST NOXTH-LAST

WEST —== EAST

SOUTH-WEST ] SOUTH-EASY

SOUTH

Northern

Southern




3) Are you ...?

..next to...

...in the north of ...

(Northern territories)

..next to...

..in the west of ...
(Western Canada)

..in the centre of...
(Central Canada)

...in‘the east of ...
(Maritimes)

..far from...

...in the southwest of...

...in the south of..

..in the southeast of...

4) Do you have ...?

Geographic features

tl

mountains

rivers

oceans

forests

deserts

hills

a national park




5) Are there...?

Weather

£

Dby
bbb\)

snowstorms/

blizzards

heavy rainfalls

Extremely hot

temperatures

extremely cold

temperatures

very humid days

6) Is there ...

Les monuments

a football a baseball a basketball a tourist
a hockey arena ? )
stadium ? stadium ? stadium ? attraction ?
“£ECommon Questions>
Are you... Do you have...

Is your province...

Is your state...

Is there...

Are you in...




Name : Our Questions

Question

Answer
(ves/no)

Location information

Hemisphere(s) :

2.
3. Continent : (Ocean ) :
( )

4, Country :

5.

6. Province/ State :

7. Location in Prov/State
(Region) :

8.

9. City :

10.

Questions that you want answered (I’m

curious to know...):

Question

Answer




Jobs

The class should be divided into groups of 6 students per group. Each group can take turns to
be in front the SKYPE screen. All students need to actively research, record information,
questions (“Our Questions”) and be in dialogue with the group in charge of asking and
answering a question. Your job is to work together with your group and other groups to locate
the town or city of the other class before they find out the location of your town or city. The
challenge begins with a rock-paper-scissors by the first greeter. Here are specific roles that

one student needs to be assigned in each group:

Greeter:

The greeter is responsible
to introduce the class,
make transitions and bring
closure to the SKYPE
conversation. Brainstorm
some questions that you would like to know
for the end of the SKYPE call.

e 9

Tweeter:

The tweeter communicates

messages with the rest of

the group and with other

tweeters of the class so that

relevant information and potential questions
are communicated with the questioner or
responder. (Today’s Meet website:

Tools : « Your Turn» & https://todaysmeet.com/ ).
« Our Turn », etc. signs Tools : laptop
Atlas Checker:

Google Earther:

The Google Earther uses @
Google Earth and the even

better site, Google Maps
(https://www.google.ca/maps) to locate and
incrementally zoom into the location of the
other class with hints and information
provided during the conversation.

Tools: laptop

Google

earth

The atlas checker uses the atlas
and its index to locate the other
class with hints and information
provided during the
conversation.

Tools : world atlases

o

Questioner:

The questioner records and asks
the question that the group wants
to ask in order to elicit an answer
“yes”/"no.” Begin with broad
geography questions before asking
specific regional or best guess
questions.

Tools :

2

Responder:
The responder records the
questions asked by the other class,

communicates the question with

the tweeters in order to find out how to best

answer the question. Answer with “yes”, “no”
or “please repeat the question.”

Tools : books and information about your
city/ town




(

Where in North America®

| Today we called a class in: ; (province/
L 4 (i) = state)
Weather Conditions? )l / R e
|

Province/ State:

Capital of the }

P

Other facts/ comments
(e.g., distance)

Time Zone

C1EST [J CST [LIMST L1 PST
[Jother: -
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Name: Da'r_e:

Reflection Form: Mystery Skype Call

My job was:
Q Greeter QO Questioner 0O Atlas Checker 0 Other:
Q 6oogle Earther Q Tweeter Q Responder

- Things that went well

B Things that were hard

What would make * o become @ . What we can do
differently next time:

I learned...
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Topics Information about your...
City: Country:
Geography/ location
Industry/ Economy
Founded

Famous people

Festivals

Tourist attractions

Sports teams

Bodies of water

Population

Motto

Interesting Fact

Interesting Fact

Google Maps (for Google Earth expert): www.google.ca/maps

Today’s Meet (for Tweeter): www.todaysmeet.com/




Name : Our Questions

Question

Answer
(yes/no)

Location information

Hemisphere(s) :

Z;
3. Continent : (Ocean) :
( )

4, Country :

5.

6. Province/ State :

7. Location in Prov/State
(Region) :

8.

9. City :

10.

Questions that you want answered (I’'m

curious to know...):

Question

Answer




